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been no change in the scapular muscles-a somewhat unusual
feature seeing that the pectoral muscles were apparently
wasted in their lower parts. The knee-jerks were present,
that on the right side-on which the thigh was smaller-being
less marked than the left. The electrical reactions of the

muscles are not stated. Dr. Fletcher discusses briefly the
different forms of myopathy, mentioning the ordinary form
of pseudo-hypertrophic paralysis, Erb’s form, and the

Landouzy-Dejerine type, in which the face is affected. As

he remarks, cases undoubtedly occur occupying intermediate
positions between those types. He might even have gone
further, for Erb’s recent monograph has made it quite
evident that cases occur in the same family following
different types, and that even the same case may be at one
time classified correctly as belonging to one type, at another
as more properly belonging to another-that, in short, all are
cases of muscular dystrophy, a condition which may mani-
fest itself in various forms. 

___

THE COST OF THE WORTHING EPIDEMIC.

AT a Local Government Board inquiry, held at Worthing
on Tuesday, the total extraordinary cost to the borough of
the disastrous typhoid fever epidemic of last year was the sub-
ject of an application for a loan, to be repaid within a term of
years. The following items were given by the town clerk
to the inspectors as the charges incurred from May to
December, 1893: Hospitals: rents, &pound; 493 2s. 4d. ; medical
assistance, &pound; 581; nurses’ salaries and lodgings, &pound; 1466 3s. 9d. ;
board of patients and nurses, 1339 18s. 2d. ; drugs and
appliances, 190 19s. 6d. ; tents, furniture, &c., 345 10s. 9d.; ;
gas, coals, rates, and taxes, .S33 16s. 9d. ; laundry, &pound; 162 2s. 8d.;
conveyances, ;E298 9s. 7d. ; stimulants, 138 8s. 2d. ; sundries,
&pound; 102 10s. led. ; total, C5152 Is. 9d. Outstanding claims
bring the total to &pound; 5250 Is. 9d., and cash received and due
from patients for board and treatment ( &pound; 1507 3s. 5d.) makes
the net cost of the hospitals .E3742 18s. 4d. Disinfectants
cost &pound;447 17s. 7d.; notification fees totalled 139 12s. 6d.; ;
and analyst’s fees, &pound; 95 lls. It will be remembered that

during the epidemic tanks were used in the streets to supply
drinking-water ; the total cost on this head was 2217 lls.,
which, however, includes extra labour for flushing sewers,
drains, and water-mains. It was thought that the epidemic
arose from the polluted water obtained from a fissure struck to
increase the supply, and several unsuccessful attempts were
made by divers to shut off this pollution at a cost of &pound;87 9s. 2d.
After these failures, borings were undertaken at Broadwater,
and new temporary waterworks erected, which are now supply- 
ing the town ; this new supply cost .62972 17s. The total cost ’,
for which a loan is asked comes to C9703 16s. 7d. There was
no opposition to the loan being granted. It was stated that

the death-rate of the town for the past quarter has been
but 13 per 1000, there having been no case of typhoid fever
since the beginning of January last. A further expenditure
of C50,000 on new sewers and of &pound;20,000 on waterworks is
also being incurred. 

-

DR. SINCLAIR COGHILL, senior physician to the Royal
National Hospital, Ventnor, has received from His Majesty
King Alexander, through the Servian Minister in London,
the diploma and insignia of the 4th Class, Knight Com-
mander of the Royal Servian Order of St. Sava.

MR. H. M. STANLEY will lay the memorial stone of the
new Cottage Hospital at Daxtford on April 21st. According
to the wishes of Mr. S. M. Burroughs, who is defraying half
the cost of the building, the hospital will be called "The
Livingstone Cottage Hospital."

THE Lord Chancellor, on the recommendation of the

Marquis of Abergavenny, has appointed Professor Crook-
shank of Saint Hill a Justice of the Peace for the county of
Sussex.

MEDICAL TRIAL.

LOGIE v. MAXWELL.
BEFORE Mr. Justice Hawkins and a special jury, on Satur-

day last, an action for libel and slander was tried in the
Queen’s Bench Division of the Royal Courts of Justice. The

allegations of the plaintiff, a medical practitioner, were

to the effect that the defendant, also a medical prac-
titioner, had made statements accusing him of unprofes-
sional conduct, with consequent damage of character and
reputation, and that he had been prevented from obtaining an
appointment as medical officer to the Woolwich guardians.
The defendant pleaded that the statements were made with-
out malice upon a privileged occasion. Mr. Lockwood, Q C.,
and Mr. Temple Franks were for the plaintiff ; Mr. Jelf,
Q.C., and Mr. Montague Lush for the defendant.
In opening the case Mr. Lockwood stated that the plaintifl:

came to Woolwich in 1885 as assistant to a Dr. Sharpe, and
in the following year he entered into a bond not to practise
on his own account within three miles of Dr. Sharpe’s.
residence. In 1887 the plaintiff went to reside in

Staffordshire; but on the death of Dr. Sharpe in 1888,
he returned to Woolwich with the intention of pur-
chasing Dr. Sharpe’s practice, which, however, had been
disposed of in the meantime. The plaintiff believed that
on the death of Dr. Sharpe he was no longer debarred
under the bond from practising at Woolwich ; he accordingly
settled at that place, and obtained an appointment as deputy
to the medical officer of the Poor-law Board. On the death
of the medical officer the plaintiff became a candidate for
the vacant post, and the defendant wrote to one of the
guardians stating that it was undesirable that the plaintifL
should be elected ; that he had come back to Woolwich to
practise although he had promised not to do so ; and that he.
was not recognised by the other professional men practising
in the neighbourhood. The defendant repeated these charges
to other persons, and added that the plaintiff had been guilty
of unprofessional conduct in trying to undersell the other
candidates for the post of medical practitioner to a friendly
society. The circulation of these statements had the effect of
preventing the plaintiff being elected to the office of medical
officer of the union. In cross-examination, the plaintiff said,
that he had not considered whether Dr. Sharpe had desired
to secure the goodwill of the business to his representatives at
death. He supposed the purchaser would not like his (the:
plaintiff’s) return to Woolwich to practise, but he did not hear
that this view was taken by other medical men. He consulted
his own interests and honestly thought the bond allowed him.
to practise. No witnesses were called for the defence.

In summing up, his lordship said the case centred round;
the bond which had been entered into by the plaintiff with
Dr. Sharpe. That bond was intended to protect the interests
of Dr. Sharpe, and, it might be assumed, in the event of his.
death, those of his wife and family. But the question was.
whether the plaintiff had exacted all the law allowed, and
in so doing had acted in an unprofessional manner. If so,
persons of right feeling might justifiably condemn his con
duct. It seemed that the defendant had helped Dr. Sharpe’s.
widow in disposing of the goodwill, so that he had an interest
in the matter. With regard to the incident of the election,
it was undoubtedly desirable that anyone appointed to such,
a post should be a persona grata to his medical confr&egrave;res.
What the jury had to consider was, whether in the ste,tern
ments made by the defendant he acted honestly and bond,,
fide, believing in their truth. If so, being made on a privi-
leged occasion to persons interested in the election, such as,
guardians and ratepayers, they were protected. As to the-

friendly society appointment, the plaintiff seemed to have-
made an inquiry as to accepting a lower rate of pay, though
he had not made any actual offer. If the jury was satisfied
that the defendant honestly believed in the truth of the-
statements made by him, he was entitled to succeed in the-
action, and it was most important that persons in the posi-
tion of guardians should not be prevented from getting such.
information, so long as it was given honestly.
The jury gave a verdict for the plaintiff-damages, one

farthing, for which judgment was given.
Yesterday (Thursday) morning Dr. Maxwell, through his

counsel, Mr. Jelf, Q.C., made an application in regard
to costs. Mr. Justice Hawkins deprived Dr. Logie of all
costs
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THE following highly interesting paper has been written for
&deg;THE LANCET, being a communication which was especially
ctitted for publication during the time of a Medical Congress
.at Rome, although by its subject precluded from forming a
contribution to the work of any section.

ARCHAEOLOGY AND MEDICINE IN ROME.

BY COMMENDATORE RODOLFO LANCIANI,
Professor of Roman Topography in the University of Rome.

Oar knowledge of the progress of medicine and of the
scientific value of medical men among the Romans rests more
on the authority of classic writers than on the evidence of i
monuments connected with the ars medie-z lately discovered
dn our excavations. From this point of view the field is I
practically unexplored. Facts have been collected by i
Lancisi, Marini, Bernegau, Ackermann, Hebensteckt, Necker,
de Mattheis, Brian, Marchi, Pericoli, and by myself, but they
’have yet to be brought together and compared with the
results of recent discoveries. The Esposizione d’lgiene,"
organised in connexion with the present Medical Corgress,
contains many remarkable specimens illustrating the practice
of medicine and surgery in ancient times, the sanita-
,tion of ancient cities, &c, but by far the greatest
number of these objects lie still unknown in public
and private collections. I have for many years advocated
’the institution of a central Museo d’lgiene for the exhibition I
and study of monuments pertaining to the cremation and
inhumation of men, to the regulations of cemeteries, to
.-drainage and water-supply, to the sanitation of the Campagna, 
to the worship of healing gods, to gymnasiums, baths, to the.
practice of surgery and dentistry, to hospitals, &c. The
materials for the institution are all ready, and if we should
require more we know where to find them. It was customary in
.ancient times for persons cured of their ailments by the skill
of priest doctors or by the value of thermal waters to put
 up a votive offering as token of gratitude to gods and men. !
BEach sanctuary-hospital, therefore, was furnished with one ’
for more rooms for the exhibition and safe keeping of ex- 1
’votos. The walls of these rooms were studded with nails, on ]
which ex-voto terra-cottas or tablets were hung by thousands. ,
When every inch of space was filled and no room left for the
. daily influx of offerings, the priest removed the collection ‘
- and buried it either in the vaults of the temple or in trenches (
,dug for the purposes. In case of a watering-place the offer- 
ings were thrown at the bottom of the spring. Many such
mines of ex-votos have been explored in recent times at
Vicarello (aqu&aelig; APollinares), at Nemi (templum Dian&oelig;, .

..,,em Artemisi2cma Nemorense), at Veii (templum Junonis), at

Rome, in and around the island of S. Bartolomeo, where
,the Temple of &AElig;sculapius stood. The discovery of the
,deposit of Vicarello took place in 1852. In draining the 
B’main spring for the purpose of cleaning it from incrus- 
tations which had nearly choked the orifice, the Jesuit 

1
fathers, to whom the place belonged, came across a 

t
layer of brass and silver coins of the fourth century after 
"Christ. It was followed by a stratum of gold and silver "

1 Lancisi: De Advent. Rom. C&oelig;li Qualit. Marini: Gli Archiatri
Pontificii. Bernegau: De Servi Medici apud Gr&aelig;cos et Romanos
Conditione ; Hal&aelig;, 1733. Ackermann: De Antonio Musa Augusti
Medico. Hebensteckt: De Medicis Archiatris et Professoribus.
Necher: Storia Filosofica Antica della Medicina; Firenze, 1852. De
Mattheis: Dissertazione sul Culto della Dea Febre. Brian: L’Assistance

M&eacute;dicale chez les Romains ; Paris, 1869. Marchi: La Stipe Sacra delle
Acque Apollinari. Pericoli: L’Ospedale di S. Maria della Consola-

zzione; Imola Galeati, 1879. Lanciani: Ancient Rome ; Boston, 1887.

coins of the Empire, mixed with silver drinking cups on
which various itineraries (from Cadix to the Springs) were
engraved. The third layer was composed of Republican
coins; the fourth of shapeless fragments of copper (&oelig;s rude);
the fifth, at the very bottom of the well, of flint implements
offered to the local god by the half savage people settled in
that neighbourhood long before the foundation of Rome.

The exploration of the seam of ex-votos at Veii began two
and a half centuries ago, at the time of Pope Alexander VII ,
and it is not yet finished. The ex-votos from the local
sanctuary of Juno were not buried in a favilla, but
thrown from the edge of the cUff on which the temple
stood into the valley of the Cremera. In 1889 I
was able to make a rough estimate of the size of
the deposit : 250 feet in length, 50 feet in width, and from
3 to 4 feet in depth-nearly 44 000 cubic feet. The vein con-
tained nfty-two varieties of types-busts, masks, arms, breasts,
wombs, spines, bowels, lungs, toes, genital organs, figures
cut open across the breast and showing the anatomy, arms,
legs, feet, &c. It is a great pity that these materials for a
comparative study should have been scattered far and wide,
and that no scientific or systematic search should have been
attempted. Ample opportunity, however, is still left to mend
matters and regain the time lost. The bed of the Tiber
around the island of &AElig;sculap contains superb specimens of
anatomical preparations in terra-cotta. The exploration of
the springs of the aqu&oelig; albul&oelig; has never been attempted,
nor that of the lake of Gabii. Tombs of surgeons and
oculists abound in tools of the trade, or in recipes of various
kinds. Skulls show occasionally curious evidence of dental
operations. The exhibition, held in the Palazzo delle Belle
Arti in the Via Nazionale, shows what can be accomplished in
this line even in a short time.

We have received Professor Rodolfo Lanciani’s communi-
cation with much pleasure, as the author is one of the

greatest living authorities on arch&aelig;ology. Several of his

works, among others "Pagan and Christian Rome," have
been translated into English, and are well-known books of
reference. His communication is, it seems to us, of special
value, because it deals with a theme of inexhaustible interest,
and gives bibliographical references enabling those who
desire to follow the subject further to do so in the right
direction. 

___

There have been men who, though of necessity natives of
a particular country, are claimed as the common representa-
tives of mankind or of some considerable number of them.
It has been said of such that they are never cast in quite the
same mould. They usually appear at long intervals of
time and give expression to the dominant aspirations or

pressing needs of their epoch, and in some instances guide
their fellows by anticipating the currents of future thought.
Such men were Dante and Galileo, Copernicus and Goethe,
Voltaire and Napoleon, Shakespeare, Newton and Harvey,
and, lastly, Darwin, who bids fair to take his pLice among
immortals Qf the first rank. These see not all the truth, but
in their day see more of it than others, and continue to live in
the memory of succeeding generation, because the truth
exhibited in their actions and thoughts is but a fraction of
that inexhaustible whole which mankind will ever continue


